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2451 Bethel Church Road

Elkton Virginia 22827

Phone: 540-298-1197

WEEK OF MAY 30- JUNE 5, 2010

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
“The LORD watches over the foreigners; 
He upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked 

He brings to ruin.”
        Psalm 146:9
Here we are after Memorial Day, getting into the good ol’ lazy summertime— right? We’ll just let the Lord handle things, and relax.
Well, that would be the tendency, or temptation, for most of us... or at least, for me. In some ways, things seem to have quieted down in the church and the community at this season. In some ways, there are less demands to get out there and be active, less urgency to push for growth and change.

From a student’s point of view, you see, I have no classes or lectures to attend right now. From the beginning of May through the end of August, all the schoolwork I have is one independent-study project to complete. Nobody is breathing down my neck to turn in schoolwork this week.
And from a pastor’s point of view, you see, I have reasons (or excuses) to believe that there is less pressure to be super busy or stir things up right now. Easter and Pentecost are over for this year. Bethel’s Annual Meeting is almost over for this year. Churchgoers typically switch into summer mode, expecting to have people away on vacations from week to week, more picnics and weekends away—a more casual attitude.

That’s the temptation— to relax and lay back now.

Meanwhile, back in reality, my schoolwork is still demanding a lot of me, even if it can be described as ‘independent study.’ My task is to spend a lot of hours with Christians who are culturally different from me, and keep notes and journals about what I encounter. By the end of July, I must turn in serious papers about what I have learned and how it has challenged me. My particular project is to visit as much as possible with the historically Black churches near Bethel, and learn how our Black neighbors experience life and church in ways similar to and different from the White church folks I’m more familiar with. I’ve been attending Bible studies and special services, as well as interviewing individuals, to learn their stories.
Meanwhile, back in Bethel’s reality, the work of the church is as urgent as ever. 
† Notice that, above, I noted that our “Annual Meeting is almost over for this year.” “Almost,” because we still have an election for Treasurer before us, to be taken up this coming Sunday, June 6. The transition from the current, experienced Treasurer to our incoming Treasurer must not be taken lightly: the danger and promise of handling money in the church has been central ever since the beginning of the church! (Read Acts 2:43-47, 3:6, 4:32- 5:11, 6:1-7 to see how the church of the original Apostles handled money and practical business- Amazing!!).
† Also at Bethel, we feel great concern that all ages, including youth and young adults— both single and married—, find their place in the life of the congregation. Our work strengthening the ministry of Sunday School classes, age-level ministries, Worship, and Bible studies will not rest for the summer season.
† Nancy and I plan to take a bit of a vacation next week, to attend the Central Atlantic Association of the United Church of Christ Annual Meeting in Delaware. Yes, we do intend to enjoy the travel and some additional days of visiting family and relaxing. But our mission at CAC Annual Meeting is to represent Bethel to the wider church, and to bring back resources and ideas to bless the ministries here at Bethel. 
Will our neighbors be able to say of our church, 

“Now we know that you are people of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth."— ?       1 Kings 17:24
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Drawing: Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, Peru
Jesus raising the widow’s son at Nain, 
     Luke 7:11-17
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