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2451 Bethel Church Road

Elkton Virginia 22827

Phone: 540-298-1197

WEEK OF APRIL 25-MAY 1, 2010

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Last October, Doris and Garland and I attended the Shenandoah Association Fall Meeting at Stonewall Jackson High School near Mt. Jackson. We enjoyed meeting folks from up and down the state, from Blacksburg in the south to Loudoun County in the north, and over the Blue Ridge to Charlottesville and beyond. 
The United Church of Christ delegates met together with delegates from the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) that evening at Mt. Jackson—such as our neighbors from the Disciple church in Shenandoah. The UCC and CC-DOC are closely related, and in recent years have been cooperating on more and more things. For instance, any ordained minister from the UCC is welcome to serve at any church of the CC-DOC, and vice-versa. In fact, the origins of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are entwined with the “Christian Church” which was Bethel’s original denomination. Back in the 1800s they went separate ways, but now we are moving toward one another again.

Our speaker at the Fall Meeting was the Rev. Jonathan Barton of the Virginia Council of Churches (VCC). There are at least sixteen different denominations represented in the VCC, including Lutherans, Episcopalians, and United Methodists. The VCC tries to coordinate churches’ aid to refugees who are being re-settled in Virginia, and to bring Christians of the different denominations together in any way they can. 

Rev. Barton talked to us about the “Peter and Cornelius connection”: how Jesus’ disciple Peter, who was born and raised Jewish, got the nerve to go and visit in the home of a Roman centurion (an officer over 100 soldiers). 
Peter had a vision from God in which he saw a boat’s sail filled with animals being lowered toward him from heaven. Inside the sail were a number of animals, of various kinds which Jewish people, according to the Law of Moses, consider “non-kosher—that is, they are not supposed to eat them or touch them. But Peter heard a voice from heaven saying, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” (Acts 11:7) Peter found this instruction impossible to take, because he had been strictly taught not to eat these things. The vision of the sail and the animals was repeated two more times. After the third and final vision, Peter heard a knock on the door. It was some non-kosher Gentiles, who wanted Peter to go to Cornelius’ house with them. Good Jews did not go to the homes of Gentiles!
But Peter went and met with the household of Cornelius. That meeting set the stage for Christianity to spread from its Jewish origins outward to all kinds of people. Let’s have more “Peter and Cornelius connections.”
(Much of the following is reprinted from 4-30-2007)

“I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” 



 Revelation 21:2
When we get married, or enter into certain other new relationships, we make promises about how it’s going to be, and what we will do to make it work out. An example of this occurred right under my nose at Bethel last weekend...!
Newly married couples go through many new and challenging experiences for each other’s sake. Our love for the person we choose leads us to accept a lot of new things in our lives. Then, as time goes on and we become set in our ways, we may have difficulty imagining taking on so many changes ever again. That’s one reason some couples stay married: it would be too much trouble to have to do things a new way!

For your human relationships, as well as for your love affair with Jesus Christ, I pray that you may remain a bit more alive and in love than that! New life should bless you, not curse you! 
Our choice to give ourselves to Christ makes us willing to endure so many new challenges—and challenging members of his family!—we might never have chosen on our own.
In the United Church of Christ, from the beginning, the motto has been the prayer Jesus prayed for his followers, “That they may all be one” (John 17:11). We should lift up the same prayer for our newlyweds and our ‘oldlyweds:’ That the God who invented Love will keep us united in our human love. Even more, though, we need God’s grace to see us through the strains and pains which follow our wedding to his son, Jesus Christ. Love can be a mighty rocky road, but we have assurance that it will all prove worthwhile.












