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WEEK OF MARCH 28- APRIL 3, 2010

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Sunday morning, April 4th—

A shot rings out in the Memphis sky…

Free at last! 

They took your life;

They could not take your pride.

In the name of love: 

What more, in the name of love?

 U2

Easter this year comes on April 4, which happens to be the anniversary of the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968. 
Nowadays he is most remembered for his “I Have a Dream” speech at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.; or for the bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama where Rosa Parks had been arrested for refusing to give up her seat; or for the march across the Edmund Pettis Bridge in Selma, Alabama, where the police attacked the peaceful marchers with dogs and water cannons. All of those events took place in the quest for civil rights for people of color—black people and brown people.
But in the last week of his life, Dr. King was preaching and witnessing on behalf of the Poor People’s Campaign, standing with striking sanitation workers in Memphis, Tennessee. In those days, a man could work a forty hour week for the city, doing the filthiest and most menial of jobs, and then be required to work overtime without pay or be fired … and all this for not enough money to pay minimal rent and feed a small family. The Poor People’s Campaign was not struggling for racial civil rights, but rather for economic human rights: a decent human wage for a day’s work—regardless of the worker’s color. Some workers stood along the city streets wearing placards that said, “I AM A MAN” – against the city’s attitude which said that “A garbage man wasn’t nothin’.” 

Many people criticized Dr. King for getting involved in economic justice issues. By 1968, most people in the USA had come around to believing that a person is a person, no matter what color. But why should it be anybody’s business, what an employer pays an employee? Or why should a minister of the Gospel worry about under what conditions somebody’s employees could be required to labor? 
Today, there are some Christians who believe that our faith is all about a future life in heaven with Jesus. As long as one believes the correct beliefs and says the right prayers—perhaps in the correct kind of church!— one’s ‘soul’ will fly away to eternal bliss. End of story.
Others of us Christians read our Bibles differently. We see that Jesus began his ministry making a claim with the words of the prophet Isaiah and the ancient promise of Jubilee: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." (Luke 4:18-19)
We hear Jesus proclaiming that his kingdom is already present in this world, in this life, among people who accept him as our Lord: “In fact, the kingdom of God is among you / within you” (Luke 17:21. The phrase in the original Greek means both among and within.).
Christians are Easter people. We believe that the God who lived among us as Jesus of Nazareth experienced death as we do—yet his creative power is so vast that He raised Jesus to new life! 
More than that, we believe that “If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ His Spirit that dwells in you.” (Romans 8:11) from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 
We are living in tough times. In 1968, according to the US Census, 25 million Americans were living in poverty: about 13% of the population. As of 2006, some 36 million Americans were living in poverty—still above 12%. But God wills a new creation:
“…be glad and rejoice forever 
in what I am creating; 
     for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,
     and its people as a delight. 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
       and delight in My people;
     no more shall the 
sound of weeping be heard in it,

     or the cry of distress. 
They shall not labor in vain, 
     or bear children for calamity; 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD— 
     and their descendants as well.” 

Isaiah 65:18-19, 23













