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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Then [Jesus] told this parable: 
“A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 

“He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”

Luke 13:6-9
Do you give a fig?

Jesus told this story as a way of responding to the question that people have been asking in every generation: Why did this bad thing happen to this person? In the specific case at hand, Did certain people get murdered because God was punishing them for being bad people?
Jesus’ answer was a definite, No. 

However, Jesus understood what was really on the minds of the people who were asking. They were hoping that Jesus would do what we so often do to people who suffer: judge them; blame the victim. The comments of a religious leader following the recent earthquake in Haiti come to mind— he blamed the victims. 

Instead of playing the blame game, Jesus put the focus back onto the folks in front of him: 
You are alive: what good are you?
In the Bible, “fruit” often means what you produce. Good deeds, for example, or sacrificial giving to benefit our fellow human beings. Here is a story of blessing and being blessed, from the UCC Calendar of Prayer. The scene is the Hawaiian Islands. Missionaries from the Congregational Church had great influence in Hawaii in the early years of U.S. involvement there, which accounts for the many churches there that are now U.C.C.. The island of Molokai was in the news this week, as the sea wave raced toward Hawaii, and the authorities evacuated the residents of this colony of people suffering from what used to be called “leprosy.”
     “About 7 years ago, several women from Pookela Church, Maui, made a plane journey to Kalaupapa, Molokai to visit the patients there, and to hold Palm Sunday service for the residents who attend Kanaanahou Church there. They spent the day in the company of several Hansen disease patients who are in remission, and able to live fairly normal lives… it is a unique place, and the feeling there is one of being isolated yet in the arms of God as the history of suffering and salvation both prevail. They walked among the old village, visited churches, and just absorbed the need to sow love on these people as they received the love from them.
     “In the evening, they had dinner in the social hall, and shared stories with several patients of their walk with the Lord and what led them to Christ. It was a deep connection to them, knowing these folks have relied on the Lord for strength, refuge and comfort as they do, too. The only difference was that, without a choice, they were outcast onto a little settlement because of their ill health. As they listened to them and watched their disfigured physical features, they thought how beautiful these wilderness companions were and how much they loved these new friends. It was as though they never wanted to leave them. Caroline, a tiny lady with matching hat, shoes and muumuu was so adorable that all one could feel was affection. Before they parted Kalaupapa she said to one of her new companions, “Come back, and stay longer….” This walk with wilderness companions changed these women forever as they truly know that God looks in their hearts not their physical features for worthiness.”
It is extremely tempting, to try to explain why bad things happen to someone—to judge people. (Isn’t it funny, that we don’t often question why good things ever happen to us?) Instead, let’s let God be God, and simply do what we know is right. 

“Seek the LORD while He may be found,

    call upon Him while He is near;

    let the wicked forsake their way, 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts;

    let them return to the LORD, 
    that He may have mercy on them, 
    and to our God,

    for He will abundantly pardon.”

Isaiah 55:6-7












