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WEEK OF FEBRUARY 21-27, 2010
MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
“Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live 
according to the example you have in us.”

Saint Paul, Epistle to the Philippians 3:17

“Few things are harder to put up with than the annoyance of a good example.”       –Mark Twain
It takes a lot of nerve, to set yourself forth as an example for other people.

Paul had a lot of nerve.

Of course, Paul would have said, “Not I, but Christ living in me.”

OK, then. Christ has got a lot of nerve. 
Listen to this:

“...[S]ome Pharisees came and said to [Jesus], ‘Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.’ 
He said to them, "Go and tell that fox, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ ” (Luke 13:31-33) 
I would say, That took a lotta nerve!
During this season of Lent, we seek to draw closer to Jesus even as he sets his face toward Jerusalem, where he knows he will be arrested, horribly abused, and killed because of his obedience to the Father’s will. If we take it seriously, our quest will require of us a lot of nerve: to imitate Jesus Christ not only sounds dangerous: it also sounds, to use old-fashioned words, presumptuous or arrogant.
In your mind you can hear people saying, “Imagine you, being like Jesus Christ. Ha!”

In our real lives, we recognize a line between doing one’s best and showing off; between doing the right thing and trying to score points—but this line is in the eye of the beholder. Even a friend may misunderstand what we are up to: someone else could well ridicule us, make trouble for us. 
I propose a test, to determine which side of the line we are on: In our prayers, after studying the Scriptures, what does the voice of the Lord tell us in our inmost heart? Doing right or showing off?
In our Old Testament lesson this week, we encounter Abraham (Genesis 15) and David (Psalm 27), two guys who often displayed a lot of nerve.

In Genesis 15, the LORD tells Abram that he intends to bless him: “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” (verse 1)
Abram had the nerve to question the LORD: “O LORD God, what will you give me, for I continue childless...?” (verse 2)
But the LORD tolerated Abram’s bold questioning, and more: the LORD “brought him outside and said, ‘Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then He said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’ ”
From this unfolds the story of how Abram was turned into Father Abraham. “And [Abram] believed/ trusted the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.” 
If the LORD tells us that we are right, it may be a clue that we are not just showing off, being arrogant. (Note: it is also very important to examine our visions with trusted, godly friends, with whom we covenant to remain accountable.) 
David is usually considered to be the composer of many of our Psalms. Psalm 27 depicts a soul living in peace: 

“The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

of whom shall I be afraid?”
The prophet Samuel had said of David that he was ‘a man after the LORD’s own heart.’ (1 Samuel 13:14) What a great reputation to strive toward!

In our Lenten journeys, we seek to walk with Jesus wherever he goes. Perhaps he will create in us, his companions, hearts pleasing to the LORD.
I found this poetic comment by Pastor Pam Fickenscher and want to share it with you.
We could spend so much time 


guarding our health, 


our possessions, our safety 


that we miss the point 



of traveling this life at all.

But if Jesus’ life is our model

    we dare not imagine that the safe path




    is always the faithful one.












