[image: image1.png]





2451 Bethel Church Road

Elkton Virginia 22827

Phone: 540-298-1197
JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 6, 2010
MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Once again, snowed out!
The flakes flew, and the TVs, telephones and computers buzzed with news of wrecks and traffic jams, forecasts, measurements and advisories. At last, the decision was made, and we joined a long list of churches canceling all or part of our Sunday schedule in the face of….?

Who or what was responsible for all that snow and the frozen roads and sidewalks?

I suspect that most of our people would immediately answer, “God sends the snow.” 

That is a very biblical answer.

But, what about all the bad things that came with the snow: the crashes, the crabby cabin-fever sufferers, the canceled church services? Did God send all of those negative things along with the beautifully unique little icy crystals?
Let us consider the possibility that forces other than our loving Heavenly Father have been at work in this snowstorm. Recently, I have been reading and hearing from a number of Christian thinkers who urge us to go back to our Bibles and notice why bad things happen.
At Eastern Mennonite Seminary, we had our annual School for Leadership Training January 12-14, with Greg Boyd as the keynote speaker. Boyd is the lead preaching pastor of a large church in Minnesota (not a Mennonite church). He has written quite a few books, including one that we Seminary students could get for free: God At War: The Bible and Spiritual Conflict.
In God At War, Boyd makes a case that devils and The Devil are still hard at work today, seeking to thwart God’s purposes in this world. He says that we should believe that the devil is correct (in Luke 4:6-7) when he shows Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and says, "To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours." In this view, the devil truly is the ruler of this world.

With this and many other examples, Boyd argues that we Christians would understand this world better if we would blame the devil and chaotic forces opposed to the will of God for ‘natural’ disasters (such as, for example, the recent earth-

quake in Haiti), rather than blame the Father of Mercies. He says we should realize that many smaller, ‘human-scale’ evils come about because we humans give in to the devil’s wiles.
In the Old Testament, there are many odd references to “the gods” or “the sons of God,” referring to beings that people worship other than our God. (See for example Genesis 6:1-4, Exodus 12:12, Joshua 23:16 and 24:15, Job 1:6-12, Psalm 82:1, Hosea 3:1, and many more) Our Psalm for this coming Sunday speaks of them:
I give You thanks, O LORD, 




with my whole heart;
before the gods I sing Your praise; 

I bow down toward Your holy temple 


       and give thanks to Your name

for Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness; 

for You have exalted Your name and Your word 


above everything.     (Psalm 138:1-2)
What does this mean for us: “before the gods I sing Your praise”  ?

As I grow in my awareness of real evil in this world, and in the power of God given through the Body of Christ (the church) to confront, indeed to overcome real evil, this kind of talk makes more and more sense to me: it is up to us, God’s people on earth, to not only choose which side we’re on, but to actually announce our choice in the face of the other ‘gods’ people are worshiping around us.
As Greg Boyd says, “When we ‘take up arms’ against corporate greed, and when we follow the call of the Lord in feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, sheltering the homeless, befriending the guilty, embracing the socially repulsive, and siding with victims, we are participating in God’s cosmic struggle against cosmic chaotic forces of destruction. Similarly, when we strive to be responsible stewards of the earth we were originally given responsibility over (Genesis 1:28-29) and resist the fallen tendency to rape it for our own convenience, we are fighting anticreation forces that are attempting to thwart God’s plan for the earth.” 
We Christians are so impressed by Jesus Christ’s power for good that, like Simon Peter, James and John, we drop our other priorities, our other gods.

“...they left everything 
(Luke 5:11)

       and followed him.”












