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2451 Bethel Church Road

Elkton Virginia 22827

Phone: 540-298-1197
JANUARY 24-30, 2010
MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
“The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, 
    of the priests who were in Anathoth 
in the land of Benjamin, 
to whom the word of the LORD came 
in the days of King Josiah 
son of Amon of Judah, 
       in the thirteenth year of his reign.”

Jeremiah 1:1-2
So, last Sunday in my sermon, I was joking around about how strange many biblical names sound to our ears (specifically, the names of the re-builders and leaders of Jerusalem who were present for the public reading of the Law of Moses [the Torah]: “Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah… Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hash-baddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam” (Nehemiah 8:4).) I said something about, “Mamas don’t give their babies names like these anymore.”
Well, then I looked at the Old Testament lesson for this coming Sunday, and there was that name Hilkiah again, and I remembered: I do know a man named Hilkiah—or, as it is written in Portuguese, ‘Hilquias’: my friend, JMU Sociology professor    Dr. Cavalcanti. He explained to me that his parents named him after the prophet Jeremiah’s father (see Jeremiah 1:1 above). However, he doesn’t go by Hilquias; he goes by ‘Keo.’
Who pays attention to stuff like this?

Here’s who: serious Christians and Jews who struggle to deal with the Bible on one hand and the rulers of this world on the other.

It was in Hartford, Connecticut in June of 2007 that these first verses of Jeremiah came into focus for me. The famous Bible scholar Walter Brueggemann spoke to us at the UCC General Synod about the conflict of values in the Bible, between righteousness, justice and loving-kindness on the good side and “wisdom,” wealth and power on the other side. Brueggemann pointed out that when King Solomon embarked on his project to become wealthy, “wise,” and powerful, he kicked the priest Abiathar out of Jerusalem, ordering him to stay in the town of Anathoth (1 Kings 2:26-27). Solomon also killed off several people who might 
stand in his path to total power. Then Solomon built the fabulous gold-plated temple (1 Kings 6), intending to strictly limit access to the holiness of God’s presence. But Solomon was at the same time the son- in- law of Pharaoh of Egypt (as well as of many other powerful rulers, because he was married to so many foreign women!), and Solomon’s rule descended into the darkness of worshipping idols and oppressing the people.
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was king. After that, the Lorp spoke to
him many times, until the eleventh
vear of the reign of Zedekiah son of Jo-
siah. In the fifth month of that year the
people of Jerusalem were taken into
exile,

The Call of Jeremiah

4The Lorp said to me, 5“1 chose you
before 1 gave you life, and before you
were born I selected you to be a prophet
‘0 the nations.”

¢] answered, “Sovereign Lorp, I
don’t know how to speak; I am too
voung.”

7But the Lorp said to me, “Do not
»ay that you are too young, but goto the
people I send you to, and tell them
everything I command you to say. 8Do
not be afraid of them, for I will be with
vou to protect you. I, the Lorp, have
spoken!”

*Then the LorD reached out,
rouched my lips, and said to me, “Lis-
‘en, I am giving you the words you
must speak. 1°Today I give you author-
‘tv over nations and kingdoms to uproot
and to pull down, to destroy and to over-
:hrow, to build and to plant.”

Two Visions

UThe Lorp asked me, “Jeremiah,
what do you see?”

I answered, “A branch of an almond
ree.”

12“You are right,” the Lorp said,
“and I am watchinge to see that my
words come true.”

3Then the Lorb spoke to me again.
"What else do you see?” he asked.

answered, “I see a pot boiling in the
north, and it is about to tip over
this way.”

“4He said to me, “Destruction will
20il over from the north on all who live
n this land, 5because I am calling all
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the nations in the north to come. Their
kings will set up their thrones at the
gates of Jerusalem and around its walls

I(I

and also around the other cities of Ju-
dah. 181 will punish my people because
they have sinned; they have abandoned
me, have offered sacrifices to other
gods, and have made idols and wor-
shiped them. 17Get ready, Jeremiah; go
and tell them everything I command
you to say. Do not be afraid of them
now, or I will make you even more
afraid when you are with them.
18-19 Listen, Jeremiah! Everyone in this
land — the kings of Judah, the officials,
the priests, and the people — will be
against you. But today I am giving you
the strength to resist them; you will be
like a fortified city, an iron pillar, and a
bronze wall. They will not defeat you,
for I will be with you to protect you. I,
the Lorp, have spoken.”

" WATCHING: This word in Hebrew sounds like the Hebrew for “almond.”




From across the valley at Anathoth, the family which eventually produced the prophet Jeremiah watched the dynasty of Solomon get worse and worse. About 400 years after his ancestor was kicked out of Jerusalem, Jeremiah went there carrying the Word of the LORD.
Although he did not feel qualified, “the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, "Now I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant." 
(Jeremiah 1:9-10)
Then Jeremiah spoke to the people of Jerusalem: 

Thus says the LORD: 
What wrong did your ancestors find in me 

that they went far from me, 

  and went after worthless things, 

  and became worthless themselves? (2:5)

…do not oppress the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, 
and if you do not go after other gods 
to your own hurt, 
then I will dwell with you in this place… (7:5-7)
Thus says the LORD: 


 (9:23-24)
“Do not let the wise boast in their wisdom, 
   do not let the mighty boast in their might, 
   do not let the wealthy boast in their wealth; but let those who boast boast in this, 
   that they understand and know Me, 
   that I am the LORD; 
I act with steadfast love, justice, and 
   righteousness in the earth, 
for in these things I delight,” says the LORD.
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